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    Last summer we received a call about 30 Chihuahuas 
being kept in an unair-conditioned storage shed 
while outside temperatures were over 100 degrees.  
The Jones County Sheriff’s office moved quickly to 
seize the dogs, and the court sent them to us.  
By Christmas even more Chihuahuas had arrived, 
and we called Santa Claus for help!
     Lora Jones of Hendrick Home for 
Children working with Santa and a 
rescue group in Florida arranged for 
42 drivers (our reindeer) to move the 
dogs to their new homes.  Teams of 
4 or 5 cars covered the various legs of the 
trip.  Each dog traveled in its own crate, 
making a very big load.  Like the song 
“I’ve Been Everywhere” the dogs went to 
Ft. Worth, Shreveport, Nachitoches, 
Alexandria, Lafayette, Baton Rouge, 
Biloxi, Mobile, and finally Orlando, 

        Florida.   

Till April 30, 2014.  
Give $20 and we get $40!  

Give $500 and we get $1,000!
An Anonymous donor has pledged to match every 

dollar given to Rescue the Animals, SPCA up to $20,000.  
This offer ends April 30, 2014.                           

Double your money and double the number of animals you can help.
     Better than Ponzi.  Better than Bernie Madoff.  Every donation is doubled at Abilene’s only casino with kennels!  
Dachshund Dice, Kitty Cards, Pug Faced Poker, or Ridgeback Roulette, every game will double your money and save lives.  
New Odds at the Pound are Saving Thousands of Lives!
     Attitudes are changing! We have tripled adoptions at the City of Abilene Animal Shelter, AND 2013 saw the best odds 
ever for dogs and cats finding new homes at the pound!  Plus, fewer animals are going to the pound, leading to a reduction 
of over 30,000 deaths in the last five years!  This means people are listening to our message, and they are acting to help 
animals.
Time is short.  We must have your help today to meet this challenge grant!
Every donation is critical regardless of size!  Please send what you can right now!

We’re The Only Ones Who Go Everywhere in West Texas.  
     Every day we answer calls from over 20 West Texas counties helping animals in need.  Trucker Gary Williams pulled 
into the rest area at mile maker 330 near Cisco and saw two huge Great Pyrenees, and one seemed injured.  He called his 

wife, who called us about the dogs.  Gary waited several hours until we could 
get there to pick them up.  He was joined by Bill and Annette Halberstadt from 
Newark, Delaware, and on their way to Arizona camping.  The make-shift posse 
was soon joined by Eastland County Deputy Josh Nichols, who responded to 
our call for help loading the dogs.  While the dogs munched on lunch leftovers, 
our Mindi Cosby and Debbie Day raced to Cisco.  Oscar, the older dog, has been 
diagnosed with bone cancer and is now on medications.  Meyer, the younger 
dog, stayed with his injured buddy, and probably kept him from being hit on the 
Interstate.

Matching 
Grant 

DOUBLES
 Your Donation 
Until April 30, 

2014...
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Become a Pet Partner and we can double your first year’s gift!
    Pet Partner Challenge ENDS April 30, 2014.

By making monthly donations by credit card or bank draft, our Pet Partners are always there to help our animals.  
A small donation each month adds up in a hurry, and now we can double what you give for the first year.  If you 

donate $10 a month as a Pet Partner, that’s $120 per year. BUT we receive $240 because your gift is doubled.

Bolt Family Passes 12,000                                      
     Dr. Allen Bolt (and family) have now treated over 12,000 homeless 
dogs and cats for Rescue the Animals, SPCA.  It seems like only 
yesterday that Dr. Bolt was building a new clinic and offered us space 
to house our animals.  The Bolts provided four rooms in their clinic, 
cleaned runs and cages, and helped with adoptions, placing hundreds of animals in new homes each year.  
It is no surprise to us that Dr. Bolt has been voted Abilene’s Outstanding Vet the last two years!
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 Spay/Neuter Cats: $30 & up  Dogs: $50 & up               Hours: 1pm to 5pm Mon.-Sat.  Call 698-SPCA         

CFA Backs Shelter Double Play             
       ACO Smantha Freeman found Jax with a 
compound fracture of the back leg.  The great folks at 
the Emergency Clinic stabilized him, and Dr. Lynn 
Lawhon later amputated the leg.  All this was funded 
by a grant from Community Foundation of Abilene 
that helps with medical costs for animals from the 
pound.  Jax was quickly adopted by a second city 
employee, Brittany Cagley, who is Rescue Coordinator 
for the Abilene Animal Shelter. 
  

Triple Trouble Litters             
     Daisy and Holly both ran 

out of time at the Abilene 
Animal Shelter on the same 
day.  Even worse, it meant 
the end of the line for their 
two litters of puppies, and 
our kennels were full!  
We squeezed them into our 
back office and started the 

moms on meds for coughing.  
          Then, our friend Chelsea visited the 
Abilene Animal Shelter to adopt a kitten for her 
daughter.  Instead she took home a litter of 
kittens from sick bay and is nursing them back 
to health before they come to our Adoption 
Center.  Double and triple litters happen often. 
That is why our Double Your Money campaign 
is so important.

“Stomp,” But Way Off Broadway                                 
     Someone was seen playing “stomp” with a 
beautiful Siamese cat.  He just forgot to tell the cat!  
The guy stomped his boot down on the cat’s paw and 
crushed it!  Jasmine was brought to us, but had to 
have one front leg amputated.  She is mended and 
already adopted.  No leads yet on the “stomper,” 
but we are searching.

Conrad
      Lost and wandering all alone near Lake Kirby, 
little Conrad met his first cactus patch!  When we 
were finally able to touch him, we spent hours 
pulling cactus needles.  You will note the very 
wide-eyed look on his face.  He is watching 
everything very carefully these days.

The First 10 Weeks…                               
      We hope the first 10 weeks of puppy Emma’s life 

were the worst.  Found in super freezing cold, 
wandering the streets, she is a testimony to the 
toughness of the canine species.  Remarkably, 
Emma was in good health and was saved 
during our huge Christmas adoption.

     Bingo!  We have finally hit the big payoff in saving lives.  In early 2009, when 
Aaron Vannoy arrived at the Abilene Animal Shelter, adoptions had been declining 
for years dropping to a low of 1,033 a year.  There were 3,052 animals adopted in 
2013. Plus, over 100 donkeys were adopted in 2013.
   As our chart below shows, basic changes at the “pound,” increased teamwork with 
Rescue the Animals, SPCA, and the opening of our Adoption Center have turned the 
tide and tripled the yearly adoption rate in just four years, saving over 4,000 “extra” 
animals. 
     Over the last five years, 30,716 fewer animals have been killed!  

In 2008 the pound 
put 13,124 animals 
to sleep.  That num-
ber fell to just 5,949 
in 2013.  If animals 
had continued to die 
at the rate they did 
in 2008, 30,716 more 
would have died in 
the last 5 years!  
     It seems that our 
efforts over the last 
16 years are paying 
off.  More people are 
finding homes for 
their animals instead 
of dumping them 
at the pound.  More 
people are spaying 
and neutering their 
pets, and more people 
are adopting from 
the City of Abilene 
Animal Shelter.

     The City of Abilene has made tremendous improvements at the Abilene Animal 
Shelter including allowing most animals to stay up to two weeks to find homes.  
Their work with us in promoting monthly sales at the Animal Shelter has allowed 
the animals to be on sale at 50% or more off much of the year.  In 2014 we are 
putting cats on sale ALL YEAR LONG!  We need your donations to keep it rolling....

Kirby Lake Lost and Found     
      When business is slow at the Abilene 
Animal Shelter, Aaron Vannory and his wife visit 
Lake Kirby for entertainment.  Roxy and Poxy 
are glad they did.  It took the entire Vannoy 
family to round up these two lovable scamps.  
We think the dogs were working their trot line 
and had a big catfish dinner planned.  Now they 
are at our Adoption Center waiting for you!  
     Thousands of dogs and cats have been saved 
by Aaron’s hard work and innovations at the 
“pound.”  

Living on Borrowed Time....              
was the headline on the front page of the 
Reporter-News on September 15, 2013.
A sad-eyed, 8-year-old dog with sparkling blue 
eyes stared through the chain link at the pound 
as the story told about a sudden rush of  home-
less animals.  Thanks to the story, adoptions 
soared.  When our buddy Karl Feuerpfeil 
arrived at the Abilene Animal Shelter, the only 
dog on its last day was the one from the front 
page.  Karl loaded Nessa (hmmm) and home 
they went.  Well, Nessa turned out to be 8 
months-old and moved much like Nessie from 
Loch Ness.  A few weeks later Karl was on the 
floor with two broken ribs and dialing our 
number.  We brought Nessa to our place where 
she was quickly adopted, and helped the soon 
recovered Karl find Jake a darling poodle. 

From China with Love and Problems…               
      Well, there was yet another tiny Crested 
puppy at the pound recently.  The puppy seemed 
to have a limp, a cough, and was distended from 
worms.  Plus, It seems she was born without a 
foot!  The best theory is that the leg may have 
been entangled with the umbilical cord cutting 
off development of the foot.  We now have a 
three-legged Crested that will be able to make 
the Chinese Summer Olympic track team.
     Our next Chinese story is Sugar, a Shar Pei 
mix.  Dr. Celeste Hill brought her to us after she 
was found homeless with a serious skin condi-
tion that requires special weekly baths.  Well, 
actually Sugar tells us she needs the weekly 
bath, a tennis court, a trampoline, and at least a 
70 inch TV!  Shar Peis were royal dogs in China!

 Basset Biker Babe?                               
     A real rumble in Abilene?  Yes, two motor-
cycle clubs tangled at a local restaurant.  Some 
said shots were fired.  Someone was definitely 
stabbed.  Was the young Basset puppy there 
trying to join one of the clubs?  All we know is 
that Honda arrived at the Abilene Animal 
Shelter soon after the rumble, having been hit 
by a motorcycle.  Since Honda is so young, her 
broken pelvis will mend quickly with 
medications and rest.  

Cozy Office Saves Rosie
     Rosie, a tiny Siamese kitten found by Mary 
Meadows was scared of everything and shocked by 
being alone so early in life.  A few weeks spent 
living on Debbie Day’s desk in our office turned 
Rosie into a confident kitty ready to meet the world!


