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Nova’s Icy Miracle

Fantastic animal lovers like Kimi Bruno are the real reason
that Rescue the Animals, SPCA is a success. A terrible head-on
collision on icy roads near Winters left a Colorado couple without
a car and their little dog missing. Kimi braved the bad roads and
began searching for their little Cavalier Spaniel “Nova.”
The little dog was spotted but dashed away, a routine that was
repeated over several days. Kimi, her husband, and mom all
travelled to the scene daily and were joined by the Sharpe family
who live in the area. After five days, Nova was caught in a live
trap. A quick trip to the vet put the starving dog on the road
to recovery.
Nova visited nightly with her family over the phone and
on Facetime from Kimi’s home. Winters was close by
compared to Nova’s home in Lakewood, Colorado! However, Kimi’s
sister was planning a ski trip and decided on Keystone, Colorado instead of Angel Fire,
New Mexico where they go every year. Their route took them through Lakewood, Colorado,
and Nova was soon reunited with her family.
By the way, Kimi is a Realtor, and for our money she is a real deal maker! Please read
the full story on our website.

Neither Rain, Nor Sleet, Nor Bullets?

U.S. Postal Service rural mail carrier Rhonda Hilliard saw a dog lying in the ditch one
morning when the temperature dipped to 10 degrees. She felt certain the dog was dead, but
she turned around a few stops later and went back to check. There was blood on his back,
and he did not move as she approached. Just as she was turning to go back to her car, she
saw a slight movement in one eye. Since it was a large dog, Rhonda called her husband for
help in loading and called Mobile Vet to let them know she was bringing the dog to them.
Dr. Bloodgood at Mobile Vet determined the dog had been shot twice and removed
several bullet fragments. He and Dr. Wilson both carefully monitored the dog. The dog
stayed at Mobile Vet over the weekend, and we picked him up on Monday morning and took
him to our Adoption Center to recover. We named the dog Remington, and he made rapid
progress. Meanwhile, Rhonda and her husband helped us look for a great home for
Remington. However, Rhonda and Remington had such a deep bond that she and her
husband decided their home was the only place for him. As Rhonda says, “You will be
naturally drawn to his sweet, kind eyes, the windows to his good natured, precious soul.”
We can also say this about Rhonda.
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Can We Raise $10,000 More in Just 30 Days?
We made it! We reached our matching grant goal of $20,000

A NEW CHALLENGE GRANT! First our anonymous
donor offered to match every donation up to $20,000. Now that we have
reached that level, our donor says, “Double down again.”

This time we have just 30 days to match another $10,000.

We can double every donation you make until
May 31, 2014.
Everything is doubling this spring. Little Min Pin
Sugar had double broken legs, and tiny Chihuahua
Miller Lite was in a box wrapped with double rolls of
duct tape, when left on our porch with a broken leg.
Next, we had double abuse cases. Your help will keep
us on a roll saving lives all over West Texas.

From now until May 31, if you give $10 we will
receive $20. Give $200 and we receive $400!

Peace at Last for Pyrenees Pair

In our last newsletter, you met two huge and lovable Great Pyrenees that we rescued
near Cisco. The father was diagnosed with bone cancer and placed on medication, but
we felt that both should be adopted together. Brad and Joy Crawford took both dogs
home knowing that the father did not have long to live.
“I truly believe we made a great decision by taking them both in. Pongo (the father)
was the most gentle giant ever and wanted to just lay in one area to be adored. He
would let you pet him until he couldn’t stand anymore. Samson (the son) cowered to
the smallest of things when he came into his new home and
was scared to walk on a leash, but daddy loved it,” said Brad.
The Crawford’s gave Pongo a wonderful loving home and
peace for his last days, and this gave Sampson time to bond
with his new family and prepare for life alone. “Samson is making strides at conquering his
fears as we just took him out and walked him about a block yesterday on the leash.”
Francis, the neighborhood Great Dane, has visited too, and it looks like Sampson may
have a new playmate. These amazing parents have turned tragedy into a bright future for
Sampson!
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Mister Car Wash…
Extreme Donation!

Bea All That You Can Be!

Young puppy Bea was
almost starved to death
when she arrived at the
pound. Boney was a vast
understatement, but after a
quick medical check and lots
food and love she bounced
back. There are thousands
of neglected dogs, cats, and horses in the 20 counties that we serve.

Luke Kittley and the animal-loving gang
at Mister Car Wash run two huge car
washes on Buffalo Gap Rd. and Judge
Ely. They raised $7,500 to create the new
Abilene Animal Shelter adoption trailer.
See a list of other donors on our website.

You Can Still Go a Long Way on $20!

Curly Pirate Dog

The freebooting life is often over-rated
as our little Curly Sue discovered after she
tried life as a pirate in West Texas. After
working our way through her terrible mats,
we discovered she had a very bad eye
infection. In fact, as the infection cleared,
we found she was missing her eyeball.
There is no more life on the bounding main
for this pirate as she is safe in a new home.

Know Who Your Friends Are?

Little Molly the Shih Tzu was brought
to us one icy day that the pound was closed.
The nice lady who found her had her spayed
and groomed, but there was a problem.
The only dog Molly got along with was the
Pitbull in the house. She picked fights with
everyone else! Molly is making friends in
her new home.

Dusty Puddles and Pugs Express

Our Dachshund Express is always on
schedule through Midland, Big Spring,
Snyder, and Lubbock as we help several
groups shuffle dogs. Cher was marked
“will bite” (and seemed to mean it) when
she arrived. However, a little talk with
Lora Jones brought her around quickly.
The male that arrived with her died of distemper,
and then Cher lost all four of her puppies. Now in
a new home thanks to Dusty Puddles in Lubbock,
Cher is doing well.
Next, after treatment for tick
fever Princess hooked her up with
Dusty Puddles, where she found
a new home in just two weeks!
Then, we sent Peaches and
Connie to new homes through the Puddle Gang.
When we arranged transport for three
pound Pugs to DFW Pug Rescue, the couple
who arrived to drive them were from
Canada! They spend part of the year down
south helping rescue groups.

			

			

Dustbowl Roundup
in Eastland County

Last fall, the Eastland County Sheriff’s Office seized 7 starving horses and brought them to
Abilene while waiting for a court date. In a moment of compassion, the judge in the case who
listened to the owner’s pleas that they would improve conditions and properly care for the horses and
allowed them to take the horses back.
In March of this year disaster struck. Responding to concerns from the Eastland Sheriff’s Office,
Lynn Pitcox drove to the location and inspected the horses finding them in a pasture that was right
out of the 1930’s Dustbowl. No feed in sight, a bone-dry tank, and very limited and very dirty water.
Again, the animals were starving to death. She took witness statements from neighbors and assisted
in having the horses seized a second time.
One horse was dead when Eastland authorities arrived. While unloading in Abilene, the last
horse collapsed and could not get up. Lynn gave emergency aid to the horse, and Dr. Allen Bolt came
out to give the horse an injection. Unfortunately, the horse could still not get up the next morning
and had to be euthanized. Six animal cruelty warrants were issued for the owner.
When she failed to appear in court, another warrant for failure to appear was issued, and it was
found she had outstanding warrants for bad checks in a neighboring county. The court terminated
the owner’s rights, and Eastland County arranged for the placement of the horses.

		

Real Life Hoarding Horror Beats TV

We are now buying hazmat suits and respirators! A
lady called us late one afternoon to report conditions in
a house for sale in DeLeon that she had gone to see. Her
description of the large number of dogs and cats in the
home without food and water was pretty bad. We called
DeLeon Police Chief Ben Rowell. In less than two hours,
he had a seizure warrant and was entering the house to
save the animals!
The next morning our team arrived in DeLeon to help
“dig out” the remaining cats. The home was piled high
from one end to the other and everything was covered in
urine and feces including the bed where the owner had been sleeping. The garage was almost waist
high in trash, but a brand new washer and dryer set had never been installed. The home contained
new furniture and boxes and boxes of mail order items. Everything was covered in fecal matter, and
our team could only stay inside for a few minutes at a time.
We finally found 15 cats and 5 dogs. DeLeon Animal Control Officer Cory Young kept the beautiful
little Chihuahuas, and we brought the cats to our Adoption Center. Unfortunately, one cat was ill,
and soon everyone was sick. Another cat needed emergency surgery for an abscess on its neck.
Our Lynn Pitcox testified in the court case, and the judge ruled in our favor. Despite a $5,000
appeal bond, the owner of the animals has appealed the case.

Spay/Neuter Everyone Can Afford.

When our friend Joe Canon dropped
his dog Molly off at Mobile Vet late one
Friday, they had just discovered a large
dog crate on their driveway. Inside
was a $20 bill and Prince. We picked
Prince up the following Monday. His
$20 is still paying his way as we wait
for his adoption.

WalMart Center of the Universe?

For weeks Animal Services tried with no luck to trap
a sweet little terrier who was living in the culvert next to
WalMart on Hwy 351. Then as
Jose was racing to a special sales
event, he was whacked by a car,
usually not a good thing. However,
the little dog’s broken leg did slow
him down long enough for him to
be caught and taken to Dr. Bolt.
Even better, the break required a
simple splint, and he is up and ready for a new home.

Roadside Litter. Don’t Mess
with Our Oreo!

A very nice lady arrived at our Adoption Center with a beautiful cat she had
found on the side of the road. She was concerned that the cat might be hurt. As she
carried the cat across the lobby, we spotted
the problem. A kitten was just starting to
emerge from the very pregnant cat!
A few weeks later, a couple brought us a new
born kitten they had found on the side of another road. Oreo added the new kitten to her
first four and went happily along.

Animal Landing Zone!

The Air Force Sergeants Association recently landed for
a work day at our Adoption Center. The same folks who keep
the planes flying (and us safe)
join us several times each year
to clean, polish, and organize our
“stuff”…. and to play with our
animals THANKS, DYESS!

Hours: 1pm to 5pm Mon.-Sat. Call 698-SPCA

