
           
      So far, 2012 has been a year of records 
for Rescue the Animals, SPCA as we have 
been inundated with more animals and more surprises 
than ever.
      We are amazed at the success of our horse rescue 
program that has rapidly placed a record number of 
horses in new homes this year.  We thought 19 horses 
from Ranger, Texas, was a big deal.  They all have 
new homes, but we are in the middle of an even bigger case.   
     33 horses in three long, long trailers recently pulled into the yard at the Animal Shelter.  
In our biggest seizure case ever, a court in Runnels County awarded the horses to Rescue the Animals, 
SPCA after Sheriff Bill Baird and Deputy David Sellers spent months working on the case.
     42 cats were found in one Abilene house.  Traps were left to round up 5 to 10 additional cats 
that did not want to leave.  Apparently, when the kids arrived in Abilene to check on an elderly parent they 
had a huge surprise.  We think this is a household record.
     A horse entangled in a barbed wire fence alarmed neighbors in Stephens County.  The horse 
had starved to death while trapped.  The Breckenridge Humane Society arranged for the Sheriff to seize 10 
additional horses from the owner after we agreed to take all of them. Four of the horses 
came to us, while six were adopted locally because of the 
publicity generated from our work with the horses from Ranger.
      Our Foster Kitten program peaked this summer at 98 kittens!  All of 
these were spring litters who were finally ready to leave their moms. American 
Classifieds helped underwrite our most colorful and successful kitten sale ever that 
sent them all home by early fall.
    Now Would be a Great Time to Donate...
      We are struggling to keep up as our bills for medical, food, utilities, and everything 
else continue to rise rapidly during our record-setting year.  Our only fear is the 
old saying that “records are made to be broken.”  
      
KEAN Critters Saving Lives                                                         
     Hall of Fame DJ Rudy Fernandez at KEAN radio is pushing hard to save 
dogs and cats at the Abilene Animal Shelter (pound) with his new KEAN Critters                 
blog.  Rudy posts pictures and tells the stories of a dog and cat at the pound each 
week.  Sandy and Runt had only a few hours left when Rudy’s hard work paid 
off.  They found a new home together at Lake Breckenridge.This extra push has 
saved nearly every animal featured!  Visit KEANradio.com and hit Kean Critters 
at the top of the page to forward these animals to your friends.

Child Abuse Case Leaves Animals....                               
      A severe case of child neglect sent an Abilene woman to jail and her children to 
the hospital.  The family also had four cats and a German Shepherd.  The animals 
went to Abilene Animal Services, where two cats and the dog were quickly adopted.  
The remaining two cats came to our Adoption Center.  Remarkably, the animals 
were in much better shape than the children.  
     There is no CPS agency for the animals in child abuse and neglect cases.
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33 Horses, 42 Cats, 98 Kittens...
What will be next?

33 Horses, 42 Cats, 
98 Kittens Set 
New  Records

Maurices Runway 
and Rescues…
     Each year 750 Maurices clothing 
stores in 44 states host a Runways and 
Rescues event to show off their new 
fashions and save homeless dogs.  They 
partnered with us again this year to show 
off our dogs at the Mall of Abilene.

Cardboard Spaceship Fails to Reach Mars                              
     Just as the first exciting pictures of Mars came back this summer, Ruby 
and her very tiny newborns evidently jumped into a cardboard box and 
tried to reach the red planet on their own.  Or, perhaps, some interplan-
etary alien was the one that dumped them on our door step.  Ruby was 
running in traffic when our JoAnn Bentley found her and brought the 
entire brood to our back office location.  Funny, none of them are orange, 
just super lovable kids that are ready for homes.

Your Scholarship Is Revoked!  Salvation is for Everyone!      
     The two young Goldens were doing so well in their first semester at one of our local universities until they 
found their scholarships had been revoked!  A professor found them on campus, still determined to learn and 
listening outside the classroom doors.Big Brother and Lil Sister are now being home schooled after spending 
time at our Adoption Center and finding new homes.               

Happy Anatolian Day!                             
     Unless you have sheep and goats, you probably don’t see an 
Anatolian Shepherd very often, but we do!  Denali was found on a 
rural road with multiple cuts, scratches, and bruises.  No one in the area knew her, and 
one of our donors brought her to us.  Now she has a new home.                                                  
       Another Anatolian was with us for just a short layover.  Aydin came from the pound 
in Odessa, and our Natalie Wade took her on to Eastland for a ride to Carrollton as she 
helped the National Anatolian Shepherd Rescue Nework.

Facebook Saves Lives and You can Help! Early on a recent Sunday morning, animal 
lover Dan Huggins posted on Facebook the picture of a Jack Russell terrier he had found.  Before lunch, the 
owners had seen the picture and were coming to pick up the dog!  We hope all our friends will visit our new 
webpage and pick out a favorite from the dogs and cats for adoption.  Then, post that picture on Facebook and 
ask everyone to help in finding the perfect new home.  This is a quick and powerful way everyone can help our 
animals.  Please visit RescueTheAnimals.org and see our completely new site today.



      The dogged determination of Sheriff Bill Baird and Deputy David Sellers has paid off 
in saving over nearly 50 neglected horses in Runnels County.  We first began working with 
Sheriff Baird nearly two years ago on this case after a person in Runnels County called Rescue 
the Animals, SPCA investigator Lynn Shults.  The Sheriff quickly responded and worked for 
several months with the horse owners to improve living conditions and to have some of them 
adopted out.
     This summer’s drought brought new concerns when Deputy Sellers found that the horses 
were not being watered and some were starving.  In July, the Sheriff’s department moved to 
seize 7 horses and arrest their owner.  These horses were awarded to Rescue the Animals, 
SPCA by the court and adopted through Abilene Animal Services.
      In September, Deputy Sellers had new concerns and moved to seize over 35 more horses 
from the same owners.  This seizure turned into a real rodeo with one horse crashing through a 
gate, knocking Deputy Sellers down.  When he tried to get up he could not.  His leg was badly 
broken in two places.  Our first call about this seizure came from Deputy Sellers just after he 
emerged from emergency surgery to install a metal rod in his leg at Hendrick Hospital.  The 
court also awarded these horses to Rescue the Animals, SPCA for adoption, and Sellers will be 
on light duty for about 6 months.
       Many of the horses scored just one or two points on the vet’s ten point scale.  These are in 
very poor condition, but they should rebound quickly with proper care.  Several mares look to 
be pregnant.  Unfortunately, two of the horses were in such poor condition that they had to be 
euthanized and one more may not make it.  We can only imagine the horror story had Sheriff 
Baird and Deputy Sellers not intervened when they did.  
       Good News: Six of the horses were adopted on the day of their arrival!

One Eye on the Law                                                 
     American justice is said to be blind.  
Melissa Strickland, Abilene Municipal Court 
administrator was certain the minute she met 
Buddi, the one-eyed Pug mix, that she had 
found her dog.  Buddi and the Strickland 
family are a perfect match, and the dog can 
probably fill in if the judge is out.  Buddi could 
add stripes and be ready for the next NFL 
referee lockout, but not in Green Bay.

Tudor Turns Tragedy 
to Triumph                                                 
      At first, Tudor the Pomeranian, was puzzled. 
Where was his family?  Why was he all alone? 
Tudor’s owner had died, and the little dog was 
confused when he arrived at our Adoption Center 
amid the long rows of very noisy kennels.  Nearly 
every month we help animals whose owners have 
died.  For some, like Tudor who is adopted, the 
recovery is quick, but for others the change in 
atmosphere is overwhelming for quite some time.  

Empress Bella and 7 Puppies 
“Dropped Off” at Pound                          
     The Shih Tzu is a dog bred for 
royalty.  Empress Bella, however, 
was dumped at the pound when she 
gave birth to 7 puppies.  We quickly 
arranged a foster palace complete 
with chambermaids to care for the 
royal family.  The puppies are 
growing quickly and will need homes 
soon.  Our favorite is the Duke of 
Poop, but sometimes it is hard to tell him from the 
other six, according to the chambermaid, that is.

Tied Crated, and Dumped                                                                 
      Skype and Chive (the parents) were tied to the railing in front of our 
Adoption Center. Puppies Stickland, Fisher, Winslet, Tadmore and 
Bismark were crowded into a small crate by the front 
door when we arrived one 
morning.  Ah, what thoughtful 
people, a small bowl of soggy 
dog food rested just beyond the 
reach of the parents.  Bismark 
is the only family member 
waiting to be adopted from our 
“throw away” family.

First Flying Lesson a Success!                                                  
      It’s the joy of driving, the tight corners, the wind 
in your hair, and the sudden acceleration after you 
throw a 3-month-old kitten from the window and into 
oncoming traffic.  The joy riders were having a grand 
old time, but Newby (the little kitten) had to learn to 
fly and land running in his first lesson.  Fortunately, 
a pet lover was on hand to see the entire episode and 
snatched Newby from certain death to come to our 
Adoption Center where he has been adopted.

Vaccinations $19.99 Every Wed. 1:00 to 3:30!     Spay/Neuter Cats: $30 & up  Dogs: $40 & up     Call 698-SPCA

Flight Cancelled...Just in Time!                                                
       Our next intrepid feline flier had her flight can-
celled just in the nick of time when one of our pet-loving 
friends intervened to save her life.  It seems the summer 
was just a bit too long, and the kids at the apartment 
complex had run out of entertainment until they had the 
great idea that throwing the young kitten off the balcony 
would be fun! Having seen all those great special effects 
in movies, they could not comprehend that the trip 
would have been curtains for the little tyke.

JT Means “Just Takes Three Years”                                                    
      On October 9, 2009, our team picked up 46 
Chihuahuas from a home in Merkel.  After almost three 
full years, little JT has found his new home!  Bells! 
Sirens! Applause! We never know why some dogs and 
cats are adopted quickly while others seem to inhabit 
a parallel universe and remain with us for months 
and months.  Unfortunately for JT, we receive a lot of 
Chihuahuas every month, and he was lost in the crowd.  
Now he has his day, and we are thrilled.

Old English Bulldogs do Coyotes                                                          
When rescued by the Taylor County 
Sheriff’s Department, Hugger and 
Mugger were running for their lives 
after a scrape with hungry coyotes.  
All English Bulldogs have breathing 
problems, and our guys just did not 
have enough air flow to contend with 
the lean coyote kings of the desert.  
After recovering at our Adoption 
Center, both dogs have found new homes.  

105, 103, 107, Then No AC                                                           
Is it polite to sweat in surgery?  We don’t know, but 
our buddy Dr. Jimmy Smith was drenched by the 
time he finished working one day in early August.  
One of our vet clinic air-conditioning and heating 
units melted (that’s not the technical terminology, 
but it quit).  Thanks to a super animal lover, Ken 
Rich, owner of Hall Air Conditioning, we are back 
in the cool.  Ken found us a super bargain on a new 
but discontinued Carrier unit with full warranty in 
a warehouse in upstate New York.  Ken grabbed it 
and, thanks to our many friends who answered our 
call for help with their wonderful donations, all is well.

South 16th Slasher?                                                   
An individual arrived at our office one morning with 
a terrible tale. He had found a 
mother dog dead (obviously killed 
intentionally) on a vacant lot 
in Abilene.  He brought us her 
recently born puppies, Peaches, 
Little Bear, Cody, and Callie.  
The story got a little fuzzy when 
Animal Services could not find
the mom’s body, but they are
still investigating. In the meantime, Debbe 
Hudman took the little guys to her private “coun-
try club” for dogs in Albany and pampered them 
beyond belief.  Spoiled puppy anyone?
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