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Fur Ball February 16, 2013 Will Honor  
Tom and Lisa Perini

       The Perini Ranch Steakhouse has stacked up more awards than anyone can remember, 
but most folks don’t know that Tom and Lisa Perini are two of the biggest animal lovers on the 
planet.  They have been huge supporters of Rescue the Animals, SPCA from the beginning and 
helped us originate our popular Dachshund Races that quickly outgrew the facilities at the ranch.  
       We are overjoyed to be honoring Tom and Lisa at Fur Ball 2013.  Look for information soon 
on sponsorships and tickets. See you at the Abilene Civic Center on February 16, 2013.

               We Need Your Help to Send them   
     Home for the Holidays...

 Help Us Set a New Adoption Record
     It’s time for our most critical sale of the year at the Abilene Animal Shelter 
(pound), and we need your support to make it a success.  Between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas every year, animal owners all over our area turn in dozens and dozens of 
beautiful and often pure bred animals at the Shelter.  Coming on top of their normal 
intake, the Shelter is always full during this time.  Plus, every backyard breeder in  

	 	 	 									West	Texas	is	preparing	litters	for	Christmas	adoption.		The	biggest	section	of	the	classified	ads	
        will soon be Pets for Sale.
       All this makes our December Home for the Holidays Sale the most important promotion we do.  Thanks to the help from 
our donors, we have set new adoption records nearly every December since 2000!   

This Year Our Sale Can Set Another Yearly Adoption Record at the Pound.
     In 2011, the Abilene Animal Shelter set an all time adoption record.  With a good December we can break that record!  By 
donating today, you will make it possible for us to buy advertising and provide discounts on adoption fees that will help us set 
another all-time record.

Team Work Save Lives! 
     In 2011 the average animal adopted at the pound was there 5 days before adoption.  Prior to 2009 and 
the arrival of Aaron Vannoy as Director of the Abilene Animal Shelter, all animals were killed after 3 
days!  By carefully identifying highly adoptable dogs and cats, Aaron has extended the stay 
for most of these animals to two weeks or more!
       Working with Aaron, we have increased the frequency of our sales events at the Animal Shelter.  
This has had a big impact on adoptions, because highly adoptable animals are still there when the 
customers arrive. We hope to hold even more sales events in 2013, and we are looking for 
monthly sale sponsors.  If you would like to pledge $1,000 or more to sponsor a month-long 
sale, please call or drop us a note.

Community Foundation of Abilene Grants Save Lives
     Rescue the Animals, SPCA has just received two grants from the Pat Meleen Vaughn Humane Treatment of Animals Fund at 
the Community Foundation of Abilene.  One grant of $3,000 will help with medical care for animals at the Abilene Animal Shelter 
(pound) that will allow us to quickly treat ill or injured animals when they arrive.  The second grant of $3,000 will provide for ad-
vertising to help promote animals at the Animal Shelter.  Our advertising has helped the Animal Shelter set new adoption records. 

POW Plus CFA & Kitty Equals Stem Cell WOW!                                                     
 In a Batman cartoon, there would be lots of POW, SLAM, and BANG with CFA saving the day.  SMACK! The beautiful 
German Shepherd went rolling after being hit by a car.  ZOOM! Someone found her and dropped her off late at night at the 
Emergency Vet Clinic.  The next day, Abilene Animal Services took her 
to	Dr.	Allen	Bolt.		She	was	barely	able	to	walk,	but	Dr.	Bolt	could	not	find	
any broken bones.  In a short time, Emily was doing much better, but 
X-rays revealed very serious hip dysphasia in both back legs, a condition 
that would cripple her without treatment.  Thanks to our Community 
Foundation of Abilene grant for medial care for animals from the Abilene 
Animal Shelter, we were able to save the day.  Dr. Bolt convinced the 
pharmaceutical company to cut the price in half for a stem cell kit.  He 
reduced his fee as well, and Emily had stem cells injected into both hips.  
She is now racing about and ready for a new home. Our thanks to the 
CFA, Kitty Thomas, and others who donated to save Emily!

CFA Helps Boston Babe                                                               
        Left for dead behind a dumpster in Abilene, the Boston Terrier was taken to the Abilene Animal 
Shelter.   Madea had a head injury, infections, her eyes were matted shut and she was unable to stand.  
The little dog seemed a goner until the steroid shots and other medications kicked in after several days.  
She is still sick, but making progress, thanks to our grant from the Community Foundation of Abilene.  
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                 Save Animals Every 
              Day From Home! 

            Be a Pet Partner!  
       Sign up as one of our Pet Partners for 2013 by 

agreeing to make a monthly donation by bank draft 
or credit card.  Just pick the amount you want to 
donate	each	month	and	fill	out	the	Pet	Partner	

insert with this mailing.  You will be right there 
with us every time the phone rings as we help 

abused, neglected, injured, and abandoned 
animals.  Knowing we can count on your monthly 

donation makes our planning much easier.

Aaron Vannoy

Deputy 
David Sellers

Animal Hero of the 
Year for 2012...
Deputy David Sellers
       We have named Runnels County 
Deputy David Sellers as our Animal 
Hero of the Year for 2012 after his 
excellent work that led to saving 
nearly 50 neglected horses in Runnels 
County.  While loading the last of the 
horses, David’s leg was broken in two 
places when a horse crashed into a 
gate and it into David.  He is 
recovering well, and even better, all 
but one of the horses has been adopted.



Here are just a few of our happily ever after stories from over 12,000 adoptions.  
Some stories are continued on our web page with more pictures. 

“Without Prince in the house...                    
Bill would have to be put in a facility while I 
work.”  Prince was adopted in November 2010 
and trained as a service dog for Bill Summons 
who had suffered a severe head injury in an ac-
cident.  Bill must use two canes to walk and has 
sleep apnea.  Prince has been trained to wake 
Bill up if there is a problem and remind him 
if he leaves the water running.  Sue Summons 
says Prince checks on everyone if they are not 
in their proper place.  She pretended to go to 
sleep	on	the	floor,	and	Prince	immediately	raced	
to check on her.  Sue uses Prince in her work 
with special needs children and people with 
PTSD.  Read more online. 
 
“They have helped me...                          
get through the loss of my wife of 37 years.”  
From rescuing a stray cat in the alley near 
home to adopting Rescued cats from PetSmart 
(Izzy) and the Animal Shelter (Murphy), Bob 
Kolquist and his wife found constant joy in 
helping animals in trouble.  After a 12-year 
battle with cancer, Bob lost his wife of 37 years 
in late 2009.  Now Izzy and Murphy are 
helping Bob through life. Read Bob’s story on 
our website.

By George! 21 Great Dane Puppies     
      Lots of folks just know they can make big 
money breeding dogs.  In September 2010 
a breeder called us for help.  She had two 
litters of Great Danes (21 puppies) and could 
not	find	homes	for	the	last	nine	of	them.		We	
ordered an 18-wheeler of food and took the 
nine puppies.  George was adopted by Sherry 
Bush who says he “Loves his time at the dog 
park, lying on the trampoline, and chewing up 
everything	he	can	find.”		More	online.

Terrier Bird Dog?                                                                            
     According to the Fisher family, Gus the Terrier 
“is a great addition to our family.  He loves to play 
with our cat Miles. They chase each other around 
the	house,	roll	around,	and	fight	with	each	other	as	
well.  Gus loves to cuddle up on the couch with our 
daughter. He likes to climb on the back of the couch 
and sit with his front feet on my shoulder, kind of 
like a bird. We just love him and are so happy that 
we could adopt him!”  See more pictures of Gus 
online.

Linus and His Blanket                              
     Double-D was dumped in a dumpster at a local 
car wash.  When he came to our Adoption Center he 
was	five	weeks-old,	had	mange,	weak	bones	from	
poor nutrition and was covered in ant bites. 
Thomas Mattingly and family renamed their 
adopted dog.“The day we adopted Double-D, we 
found out quickly that he loved blankets. As we 
drove him home, he wouldn’t get out of the car to do 
his business without the one we brought for him.”  
They named him Linus.  More online.

Read the rest of these success stories and see more pictures at www.rescuetheanimals.org/success-stories/category/dogs 

From Mesquite With Love                                                       
In 2011, we took in 35 Dachshunds from 
Mesquite, Texas, when its  shelter ran out 
of space.  Nancy Wheaton-Valldeperas, 
who is disabled, named her “Mesquite 
Dachshund” Buddy.  He became a road 
warrior on a two-month road trip to the 
Pacific	North	West,	but	didn’t	care	for	
snow.  See the road pictures online.

Maggie Mae Whimper Poo                                                   
When Tammy Blaxton started looking for a new friend, 
there were almost too many to choose from until she 
spotted Maggie Mae. “I put my hand through the hole 
and the puppy was crawling on my hand licking and 
whining at me. I stood up and it begun to howl and cry.  
I bent down and it stopped.  I knew then my best friend 
had found me!!!” More online.

Designer Dog Traveler                                                         
You	can	always	find	designer	dogs	at	the	Abilene	
Animal Shelter.  Just ask Brooke McMillin.  “We 
adopted Murphy, our Chi Weenie, in August 
2001. Earlier that year our grandma passed 
away. She always wanted a Chihuahua. When 
we saw Murphy at the Animal Shelter we knew 
he was perfect.  He and Grandma would have 
been the best of friends. Murphy has put up with 
several long moves back and forth between here 
and Arizona and Colorado. He’s our best friend 
and a member of our family. We love him dearly and 
can’t think of life without him.” 

Piglet Loves the Baby                                                              
      Just two days old when his mom died, 
Piglet was brought to our Adoption 
Center.  Joy Stamm bottle fed him and 
two siblings around the clock, but one 
puppy died.  Piglet triumphed and was 
adopted by the Lindemann family.  
Baby, Ryan Lindemann, is Piglet’s Buddy.  
See more pictures online.

369 Miles to get the Skinny                                        
Amanda Trotta Borseth says, “I drove over from 
Shreveport to get her. I just wanted to let you know 
how much of a blessing she has been to us and what 
a wonderful organization Rescue the Animals is.”  
Skinny Minny is glad she did.  More online

Life is Sweet for Sweet Pea                                
       Left to die in a ditch in 2006, Sweet 
Pea was bald, had multiple infections, and 
was covered in sores.  She had to be sedated 
for	her	first	several	treatments	and	baths	
because the pain was just too great.  After 
about 6 months, we began to see a dramatic 
improvement.  She now lives with Braston 
Bland in Idaho and loves the snowy winters.  
You can see more pictures of her online.

    On May 13, 2011 on the way to San Antonio, 

our family was involved in a fatal car crash 

caused by a drunk driver. Our oldest son 

Jarrett (8 years old), was killed instantly. 

My son Jonathan (4 years old) has spent the 

past year and a half adapting to becoming an 

only child.  Without his brother, he has become 

quite lonely. 
     About 6 months ago, Jonathan started 

asking for a puppy. I have never really 

considered myself a “pet person” and wasn’t 

really open to the idea. However, not wanting 

to break my little boy’s heart, I told him if he 

could come up with the money to pay for his 

puppy himself, I would let him get one. Now, I 

never really thought he’d be able to do it.  After 

all what, 4 year-old would be able to come up with that 

kind of money? 
      Well, on Thursday, October 11th, my son comes up to 

me with a very heavy piggy bank and says, “Mommy do I 

have enough for a puppy yet?” To my surprise, he had 

managed	to	save	up	$80!	He	had	fu
lfilled	his	end	of	the	

bargain, so the very next day we headed to Rescue the 

Animals in search of his friend that he had spent 6 months 

saving up to buy. We narrowed it down to three dogs; but 

one,	a	black	and	grey	fluffy	puppy	n
amed	Kerfluffle	stuck	

in both our hearts. It took us the weekend to get my 

husband on board.
      We headed back the next Wednesday to pick up the 

newest member of our family. We were allowed to spend 

some time with him in a little play room, and it was as 

if the two had been together forever!  He was the perfect 

fit	for	our	family.	Jonathan	rename
d	the	puppy	“	Friday”	

in	honor	of	the	special	day	they	firs
t	met.	Friday	has	

already become a beloved part of our healing family, 

and a very spoiled one in fact.

With Sincere Thanks,   
Michelle Mantanona

See our stories on the web! Go to RescuetheAnimals.org. Click on Dogs in the top bar 
and then Success Stories. This will take you to all Success Stories.

Kerfluffle Helps a Little Boy Deal with Loss...


